Waterfront Neighborhood Meeting

Furness High School, 1900 South Third Street, Pennsport

February 20, 2007
Notes from Large Group Meeting in Cafeteria
(Phoebe Sheftel & Fatima Hafiz)
What people would like to see changed/improved:

· Affordable senior housing
· Dredging the river to accommodate larger ships and cruise ships 
· Larger port with more shipping facilities
· Opportunities for youth to learn skills related to maritime industry. Maritime academy suggested.

· Plans to encourage co-existence among commercial, residential and industrial facilities.

· Piers should be controlled by neighborhood non-porfits.

· Neighbohood recreational facilities for youth and adults (ice hockey, pools, track)

· Coordination with PennDOT to help trucks get in and out of area.

· Need to do something about railroad tracks.

· Historical museum demonstrating the importance of the waterfront.

· Investment in industrial parks on the Delaware River.

· Look at turning empty facilities into schools.

· Improve transportation to/from Center City. Minimize car use – monorail suggested.

· Extend the green space further south to allow recreation and growth areas.

· Give the working people in the port a voice and respond to that voice.

· Maintain port jobs and create new jobs. Understand the strong family tradition behind port jobs and their importance to people who might not be able to find other jobs, especially for people who have 

· High quality schools.

Concerns and Fears

· Casinos will lead to loss of port facilities, leading to lost jobs and direct financial and quality of life impact on residents. Other negative impacts might include increased crime, drug use and prostitution.

· Anything that would block/impede truck access to the ports.

· Development will take the form of gated communities.

· Residents will be shut out of the planning process.

· Development on riparian land.

Community Request: Bring all the candidates for mayor together in community forum with the river ward residents.
