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Letter from Philadelphia Mayor Michael NutterLetter from Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter

“…the modifications HSP is 
submitting to the Board for approval 
specifically address several of the 
City’s design principles for 
development along the river.”



Letter from Philadelphia Mayor Michael NutterLetter from Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter

“…the modifications sought by SugarHouse will 
enable an earlier opening of an “interim” facility, 
creating jobs and tax revenues benefiting the City 
and all Pennsylvanians.  We support this modified 
proposal and are working diligently with HSP to 
finalize the necessary details.”
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Letter from Philadelphia Councilman 
Frank DiCicco

While I initially opposed HSP Gaming’s
application and license, the developer has 
made significant improvements to its design 
and I am now happy to support HSP 
Gaming’s project.  The current plan provides 
stronger waterfront access, a more 
pedestrian friendly environment and will 
permit gaming operations to begin quickly.”
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Letter from Philadelphia Councilman 
Darrell L. Clarke

“…SugarHouse has been a good neighbor, working 
with the surrounding community for several months, 
agreeing to a Community Benefits Agreement that 
gives at least $1 million annually.  They have also 
committed to aggressively seeking out and utilizing 
qualified MBE, DBE, and WBE firms throughout all 
phases of the project.”
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Dwight Evans
Letter from PA State Representative 
Dwight Evans

“…I implore you to grant the two-year extension 
and give your unequivocal approval to the 
proposed modifications so that SugarHouse can 
begin construction and open as quickly as 
possible and the Commonwealth and the City can 
receive the world class entertainment facility they 
were promised and the revenues and the jobs they 
so desperately need.”





Projected Cost ComparisonProjected Cost Comparison

2006 April 2009 
Approved Proposed
Development Plan Modified Plan 

Slot License $50 $50
Land $71 $73
Interim Facility $146 $133
Parking Garage $54 $73
Phase 1 $139 $144

Total Costs $460 $474

2006 April 2009 
Approved Proposed
Development Plan Modified Plan 

Slot License $50 $50
Land $71 $73
Interim Facility $146 $133
Parking Garage $54 $73
Phase 1 $139 $144

Total Costs $460 $474

Costs in MillionsCosts in Millions



Interim CasinoInterim Casino

Design/Approval Period:  4 months

Construction Period:  9 months

Anticipated Opening: 2nd Quarter 2010

Design/Approval Period:  4 months

Construction Period:  9 months

Anticipated Opening: 2nd Quarter 2010



Projected Gross Terminal RevenueProjected Gross Terminal Revenue

INTERIM PHASE I

2006 Projections: $182 M $372 M

Current Projections: $240 M $400 M

INTERIM PHASE I

2006 Projections: $182 M $372 M

Current Projections: $240 M $400 M



Projected Tax Revenue Per YearProjected Tax Revenue Per Year

INTERIM PHASE I

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA: $16 M $25 M

COMMONWEALTH OF PA:

Tax Relief (34%): $82 M $136 M

Economic Development: $12 M $20 M
(incl. PA Convention Center)

INTERIM PHASE I

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA: $16 M $25 M

COMMONWEALTH OF PA:

Tax Relief (34%): $82 M $136 M

Economic Development: $12 M $20 M
(incl. PA Convention Center)



Interim Casino: Site PlanInterim Casino: Site Plan

Image courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImage courtesy of Cope Linder Architects



Interim Casino: Floor PlansInterim Casino: Floor Plans

Image courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImage courtesy of Cope Linder Architects



Phase 1 Casino: Site PlanPhase 1 Casino: Site Plan

Image courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImage courtesy of Cope Linder Architects



Phase 1 Casino: Mezzanine Level PlanPhase 1 Casino: Mezzanine Level Plan

Image courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImage courtesy of Cope Linder Architects



Phase 1 Casino: Perspective ViewPhase 1 Casino: Perspective View

Image courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImage courtesy of Cope Linder Architects



Phase 2 Casino & Future Development: Site PlanPhase 2 Casino & Future Development: Site Plan

Image courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImage courtesy of Cope Linder Architects
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Phase 2 Casino & Future Development: Roof PlanPhase 2 Casino & Future Development: Roof Plan



Proposed Modified Development PlanProposed Modified Development Plan
• Substantially similar to the 2006 Approved Development Plan• Substantially similar to the 2006 Approved Development Plan

2006 April 2009 
Approved Proposed
Development Plan Modified Plan

INTERIM
Gaming Floor SF 40,400 40,000
No. of Slots 1,500 1,700
F&B Outlets 3 3
Parking Spaces * 2,700 1,465
Cage SF 6,700 5,000
PSP / PGCB SF 2,650 2,800

PHASE 1
Gaming Floor SF 84,000 80,000
No. of Slots 3,000 3,000
F&B Outlets 8 7
Parking Spaces 3,063 3,265
Cage SF 6,700 5,000
PSP / PGCB SF 2,650 2,800

2006 April 2009 
Approved Proposed
Development Plan Modified Plan

INTERIM
Gaming Floor SF 40,400 40,000
No. of Slots 1,500 1,700
F&B Outlets 3 3
Parking Spaces * 2,700 1,465
Cage SF 6,700 5,000
PSP / PGCB SF 2,650 2,800

PHASE 1
Gaming Floor SF 84,000 80,000
No. of Slots 3,000 3,000
F&B Outlets 8 7
Parking Spaces 3,063 3,265
Cage SF 6,700 5,000
PSP / PGCB SF 2,650 2,800
* Construction of a 2,400 space parking garage was planned during the interim phase under the 
Approved Development Plan.  Under the Proposed Modified Plan, during the interim phase 
approximately 1,465 parking spaces will be provided on surface lots and a 3,300 space parking 
garage will be constructed after the opening of the interim facility.

* Construction of a 2,400 space parking garage was planned during the interim phase under the 
Approved Development Plan.  Under the Proposed Modified Plan, during the interim phase 
approximately 1,465 parking spaces will be provided on surface lots and a 3,300 space parking 
garage will be constructed after the opening of the interim facility.



Interim Casino ComparisonInterim Casino Comparison

Images courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImages courtesy of Cope Linder Architects

November 2006 Plan

+/- 1,500 slots

April 2009 Plan

+/- 1,700 slots

A Permanent and Core Facility
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Images courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImages courtesy of Cope Linder Architects

A Permanent and Core Facility

November 2006 Plan

+/- 1,500 slots

April 2009 Plan

+/- 1,700 slots



Phase One ComparisonPhase One Comparison

Images courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImages courtesy of Cope Linder Architects

November 2006 Plan

+/- 3,000 slots

April 2009 Plan

+/- 3,000 slots



Phase Two / Future Development ComparisonPhase Two / Future Development Comparison

Images courtesy of Cope Linder ArchitectsImages courtesy of Cope Linder Architects

November 2006 Plan

+/- 5,000 slots
Potential Hotel(s) & Addl. Structured Parking

April 2009 Plan

+/- 5,000 slots
Potential Hotel(s) & Addl. Structured Parking





Permits and Approvals Received to DatePermits and Approvals Received to Date
CITY:
• Approval of Plan of Development (May 2007 version)
• Submerged Lands License (November 2007)
• Zoning and Use Permit (January 2008)
• Rough Grading Permit (January 2008)
• Foundation Permit (March 2009)
STATE:
• National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit 

(January 2007)
• Chapter 105 Water Obstruction and Encroachment Permit 

(September 2008)
• Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537) – Issued to City of Philadelphia 

(September 2008)
FEDERAL:
• None to Date

CITY:
• Approval of Plan of Development (May 2007 version)
• Submerged Lands License (November 2007)
• Zoning and Use Permit (January 2008)
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FEDERAL:
• None to Date



Permits and Approvals Needed to 
Construct Interim / Phase I Facility
Permits and Approvals Needed to 
Construct Interim / Phase I Facility
CITY:
• Approval of Plan of Development (Amended)
• Submerged Lands License (Issued November 2007)
• Zoning and Use Permit (For Amended Plan of Development)
• Foundation Permit (March 2009)
• Building Permit
• Certificate of Occupancy
• City Council Ordinance #090351 Related to Off-Site Parking

STATE:
• National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit (January 2008 

Permit Amended)
• Chapter 105 Water Obstruction and Encroachment Permit (September 2008 Permit 

Amended)
• Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537) – Issued to City of Philadelphia (September 2008)
• Highway Occupancy Permit (Pending)

FEDERAL:  None Needed (No ACOE Permit Required)
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Anticipated Job CreationAnticipated Job Creation

CONSTRUCTION JOBS:

INTERIM: 500

PHASE I: 600

TOTAL: 1,100 JOBS
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Anticipated Job CreationAnticipated Job Creation

PERMANENT CASINO JOBS:
(Average compensation, including benefits: $40,000/yr) 

INTERIM: 500

PHASE I: 600

TOTAL: 1,100 JOBS

PERMANENT CASINO JOBS:
(Average compensation, including benefits: $40,000/yr) 

INTERIM: 500

PHASE I: 600

TOTAL: 1,100 JOBS



Career Fair: Rivers Casino - PittsburghCareer Fair: Rivers Casino - Pittsburgh






