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SugarHouse Casino Statement on 

Passage of HB 1621 and HB 1627
PHILADELPHIA, PA: Today, Governor Edward G. Rendell signed into law House Bills 1621 and 1627, both of which authorize the grant of riparian rights along the Delaware River in Philadelphia for two condominium projects.  Included in these bills is language that purports to establish that the General Assembly has sole and exclusive authority over the grant of riparian rights along waterways in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The following is a statement by Stephen Cozen, General Counsel for SugarHouse Casino.

These bills have no effect on the validity of the grant of riparian rights to SugarHouse Casino by the City of Philadelphia.  

We have never argued that the General Assembly does not have authority to grant riparian rights or that the City has inherent rights to issue submerged lands licenses.  Instead, we have consistently argued that the General Assembly delegated authority to the City of Philadelphia to issue submerged lands licenses, and that authority is still in effect today.

Ultimately, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania will make the final determination as there are challenges to the City’s action from local and state lawmakers.

About HSP Gaming, LP

HSP Gaming, LP is a limited partnership created to bring gaming to Philadelphia.  Collectively, the partners bring more than 100 years of development and community experience to the project, having developed, constructed, and operated casinos, luxury hotels, and other hospitality businesses around the world, including Niagara Fallsview Casino Resort, the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Water Tower Place in Chicago, Hyatt Regency Philadelphia at Penn’s Landing, and many Four Seasons Hotels, including Philadelphia, Chicago, and Sydney, Australia.  For more information, please visit www.sugarhousecasino.com.
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