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Northern Liberties Neighbors Association





Mr. Jim Boyer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Regulatory Branch

100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Mr. Boyer,

The Northern Liberties Neighbors Association was established in 1978 to:

To provide services and programs beneficial to all residents and businesses in the neighborhood. To encourage and promote the preservation and beautification of historically significant structures, streets, and the natural environment, and to plan for the creation and/or preservation of open spaces for community benefit.

In this spirit, we have an obligation to our residents and future generations to help uncover and preserve the historically significant archaeological artifacts on the SugarHouse site (more than half of which falls within the boundaries of Northern Liberties). 

Based upon our understanding of the issues, we have very serious concerns about the quality of A.D. Marble’s investigation of the site. In light of what we have learned about the significance of this site to our nation’s history, A.D. Marble’s performance in the investigation process seems rushed and half-hearted at best, proceeding at an alarmingly rapid pace before consulting parties can provide input in a meaningful way. It seems unthinkable that a company dedicated to archaeological investigations could have overlooked such obvious documentation and evidence of the Revolutionary era British fort and encampment, and then proceed not only with the Phase II investigation but also with permits and approvals such as the Rough Grading Permit. Indeed, the applicant had already begun grading the site before notifying the various parties overseeing the investigation. This clearly demonstrates the applicant’s disregard for historic preservation and does not inspire confidence that it will proceed with the necessary caution and care to conduct the investigation correctly and with due diligence.

We believe that the extraordinary discovery of pre-contact artifacts so close to the surface would seem to indicate that there may be a treasure trove of such pre-historic materials waiting to be unearthed throughout the site, and not, as the applicant asserts, just in the small area in the SW corner, where coincidentally, the applicant does not intend to 
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construct its buildings. We question whether the assertion that it does not need to investigate the areas on which the buildings will be located might be based on its desire to build as soon as possible rather than on the merits of the historical significance of the rest of the site.

In general, A.D. Marble seems contemptuous of the community’s role in uncovering and interpreting our history. As an example, during our field trip to the site, we asked the investigator if he could point out the low water mark in order to better understand its relationship to the excavations. He was obviously perturbed at my question and dismissed it with a wave of his hand, indicating the general direction of the river and admonished us, saying, “It’s in the report, did you read the report?”

On January 24, 2008, local amateur historian Torben Jenk addressed the NLNA’s General Meeting with a presentation of his research into the history of the Shackamaxon waterfront area including the SugarHouse site. It was very well-attended meeting and the enthusiasm for his research was palatable. Near-by residents are curious to learn more about the history of our neighborhood and I have no doubt that Americans share the same excitement to learn more about our country’s past. And the SugarHouse site has the potential to provide insight into early Colonial and Revolutionary era life in Philadelphia.

The site deserves a more professional and respectful investigation and more thorough excavation than that which is being proposed by A.D. Marble, the applicant’s consultant. We note that the Army Corps could exercise its discretion to void the delegation of these activities to the applicant and its consultant, and that either a governmental agency conduct this work or that a truly independent private consultant could be engaged.  This would go a long way to restoring the public’s confidence in the process.

Finally, the results of further examination of the site should be properly documented and shared directly with the public in meaningful ways. The nation deserves to better understand its origins and needs to be reminded of the principles on which it was formed. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express our opinion as a consulting party.

Sincerely,

Debbie King, Vice President

Northern Liberties Neighbors Association

733 N. 2nd Street

Philadelphia, PA 19123

215-627-NLNA

