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Notes on Citizen Dialogue

Penn Praxis
“What did you find most appealing from the presentation?”  They said:

That the plan is do-able, i.e. not outlandish.
Public will have access to the water.

That we are taking the long view and planning for this overtime.

It allows for both extensions of neighborhoods as well as new one neighborhoods.
The green areas and little parks along the water are appealing.
Keeping the ecology in mind.

Low-rises along with high-rises that allow for views.

That the parking is hidden.

It includes active play not only parks.

**That the process has involved citizens.

Varied development including homes, shops.

That access and movement will allow for water taxis, walking and especially fewer cars.

That all neighborhoods will have access to the water.

Like the dense small streets, i.e. not a suburb.

“What opportunities do you see for the waterfront?”  They said:

The port area, Weccacoe St., for example, allows for an artisan area, even a chocolate factory.

The historic nature of the area, i.e. PennsLanding where immigrants entered, can be developed more and in different ways.  New streets and parks can be named for the ethnic groups that lived here.  Places like Olde Swedes Church might have an event where we reach out to Sweden for something to honor the people that moved to this area.  
The plan allows for new social opportunities, i.e. eateries, bars, family activities.  There are large areas for people to gather, including concert space.
To have mixed types of housing including opportunities for children to be outside playing.
Using the river for water sports, i.e. jet skiing, sailboats, etc.
The opportunity to develop the wetlands and educate the public about the ecology of the area.

Educational demonstrations such as turbine tidal power generation are possible.
Cross-river development is possible and desirable.
Rename Columbus Ave. back to Delaware Ave.

Open space and an open land-use district are possible.

Require things of the Developers:  the “give-backs”

% of energy savings in new construction.


Green development


% of public art

The upkeep of public space.

“What is the citizens’ role in making this happen?”  They said seeing that they:
Develop easements now.

Make rules about foreclosures to ensure the land will be available.

Create tax incentives so people will not be forced to move out through gentrification.

Develop a funding source levy for open space.
Join civics and get more active.

Establish a land-use plan now.

