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STUDENT WINNERS OF CONNECTING MARKET EAST ANNOUNCED

TEAM FROM BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL COLLEGE TAKES FIRST PRIZE

ENTRIES FROM TEMPLE AND DREXEL WIN HONORABLE MENTIONS

On the evening of Monday, November 5, 2007 at a gala awards ceremony in Loews Hotel in Philadelphia, the Ed Bacon Foundation announced the winners of its second-annual national student design competition—Connecting Market East. The competition challenged students to create new urban design concepts for improving the area in Center City Philadelphia around Market Street, between City Hall and Independence Mall.

The winning entry came from a team of five second-year graduate students at Boston Architectural College: Nathan Allen, Joe Stromer, David Haugen, Chris Hillebrand, and Joel Isaksen. Their design proposes a bold, new urban center for Market East, with significant commercial and residential development. The design creates a diagonal axis connecting Market East with points south, and includes an intercultural center and a below-ground bus depot.

The three Honorable Mention designs came from Philadelphia students:

James S. McKenna III, a third-year student at Temple University’s Tyler School of Art focused on building connectivity through distinctive placemaking elements. His design replaces the sidewalks in Market East at certain points with an elaborate system of lighted glass panels, sand and “photovoltaic film.”

Ayako Okutani and Andrew Allwine, fifth-year students at Temple University took another Honorable Mention prize focusing on the lack of green space and places to sit and eat lunch at Market East. Their design creates a landscaped park on a median in the middle of Market Street, accompanied by new tube-like entryways marking the connections to the existing lower level concourse. This same team won an Honorable Mention prize in the Foundation’s 2006 competition.

The final Honorable Mention award went to Gloria Orfanos a senior at Drexel University for her futuristic entry, accompanied by a hand-drawn comic strip. Titled “Capturing the Pulse of the City,” her design proposes a series of video and sound receivers placed around Market East, allowing passersby to tune in to recent music and theater performances from venues across the city. Her design also proposes co-op office and theater spaces, turning Market East into a cultural hub.

The winning designs will go on public exhibition for one month in the Cira Centre “bridge” lobby area.

The Ed Bacon Foundation received 15 entries from individuals and teams, representing the work of 31 students from twelve colleges and universities in seven U.S. states and one Canadian province. Seven of the entries were from students at schools in Philadelphia: Drexel University, Temple University, Philadelphia University, and the University of Pennsylvania.

The Connecting Market East competition opened in April and closed in the beginning of September. The winners were selected in mid-October by a professional jury comprised of Elinor Bacon, President of Washington D.C.-based E.R. Bacon Development; John Gallery, Executive Director of the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia, and a member of the Ed Bacon Foundation’s Board of Directors; and Paul R. Levy, President and CEO of Center City District in Philadelphia.

The awards ceremony included a keynote address by Paul Goldberger, the Pulitzer Prize-winning architecture critic of The New Yorker. The Foundation presented Mr. Goldberger with its annual Award for Professional Excellence. Last year’s recipient was architect Robert A.M. Stern.

The competition and awards ceremony were made possible through the kind support of the following sponsors:

Visionary Level: Domus General Contractor; Gold Level: Center City District, Penn Institute for Urban Research, Urban Residential; Silver Level: Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, Kling Stubbins, Rohm & Haas, BLT Architects, Robert A.M. Stern Architects; Bronze Level: Brandywine Realty Trust, The Next American City, H2L2, The City of Philadelphia.

The Ed Bacon Foundation is a Philadelphia-based nonprofit organization, established in 2004, that runs educational programming focusing on the future of Philadelphia and urban America, in honor and memory of Edmund N. Bacon, Philadelphia’s late city planning director.

Please visit www.edbacon.org/marketeast for more information.
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