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Commission Fact Sheet 
 
 
~ Item:  Update on Center City Hotel Developments  
 
~ Parties at Interest:  Philadelphia City Planning Commission  
   
~ Purpose: Update and inform the Planning Commission members concerning hotel 

developments that are under construction, approved and proposed in 
response to the construction of the Pennsylvania Convention Center, the 
National Constitution Center and other tourism-related venues.  

 
~ Additional Information:  The lodging market’s performance in Philadelphia from the year 1982 
                                                    to 1994 was essentially flat. However, since the construction of the 

Pennsylvania Convention Center, there has been significant 
improvement in the City’s capability to host visitors. 

 
                                                   Between the years 1995 and 2001, approximately 4000 new hotel rooms 

were added to the inventory of rooms that the City already had, bringing 
the total of hotel rooms in the City to nearly 10,700. 

 
                                                   The City continues to add new rooms to this inventory. 
 
                                                   Currently, there are 3 hotels under construction totaling 521 rooms. 
                                                   In addition, there are 5 hotels with a combined total of 843 rooms that 
                                                   have been proposed and approved. 1364 new rooms will result in the 
                                                   next few years. 
 
                                                   The Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation believes that 
                                                   with the expansion of the Pennsylvania Convention Center (nearly 

doubling the size of the existing Convention Center) and other 
destination venues that the City offers, there should be a demand for 
more than 1100 more rooms. 

 
                                                   Currently, hotels that are in the range of 200-300 rooms are 
                                                   being proposed, so-called “boutique hotels.    
 
                                                   Overall, the environment for hotel construction in Philadelphia 
                                                   Is very positive and will continue to be so in the future.        
   
 
~ For information only.   
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Center City Lodging Market
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Center City Lodging Market

Demand Levels (1982 to 2006)

•Overall demand up by 110%

•Commercial segment demand up by 60%

•Convention and Group segment demand 
up by 100%

•Leisure segment demand up by 200% 
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Existing Hotels in Center City
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Center City Hotel Development

117 S. 17th St 

“Hotel Palomar”

1201 Race

“Four Points”
1421 Arch

“Le Meridien”

Under 

Construction

521 rooms
Convention 

Center
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Center City Hotel Development

1200 Arch
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Center City Emerging Hotel Projects

1601 Vine

1900 Walnut

1100 Market

828 N 2nd St
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Convention 
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Key Development Trends

• Choice within a variety of Center City districts

• Proximity to public transit

• Adaptive reuse and infill potential 

• High end hotels by celebrated designers

• Hotels within mixed-use developments

• Sustainable building practices
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Development Trend: Around Convention Center

Development: Four Points

Location: 1201 Race Street

Approximate Number of Units: 92

Current Status: under construction
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Development Trend: Adaptive Reuse

Development: Hotel Palomar

Location: 117 South 17th Street

Approximate Number of Units: 235

Current Status: under construction
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Development Trend: Adaptive Reuse

Development: Le Meridien

Location: 1421 Arch Street, previously YMCA

Approximate Number of Units: 202

Current Status: under construction
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Development Trend: Close to Public Transit

Development: Cira Centre South

Location: 30th & Market Street

Approximate Number of Units: 250

Current Status: approved
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Development: W Hotel

Location: 1200 Arch Street

Approximate Number of Units: 275

Current Status: approved
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Development Trend: High End Boutique Hotels
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Development Trend: Mixed-use Hotel

Development: 1601 Vine

Location: 1601 Vine Street

Approximate Number of Units: 250

Current Status: proposed
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Summary

•
 

Convention Center, Historic, and Business/Office 
Districts will continue to attract new hotels

•
 

Multi-purpose hotels will be developed near Transit 
Centers

• Hotels will reuse existing buildings
• Boutique hotels can be a catalyst for creative design 

• Hotels will be within mixed-use developments

• Hotels will use sustainable building practices
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