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FOXWOODS CASINO PHILADELPHIA REQUESTS SPECIAL MASTER TO ENFORCE SUPREME COURT ORDER 
PHILADELPHIA, PA (July 16, 2008) -  Foxwoods Casino Philadelphia today petitioned the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to appoint a Special Master to enforce its April 2 order directing the City of Philadelphia to issue permits and grant other relief necessary to move the project forward.   In its petition, Foxwoods argues that despite the Court’s order and its contractual obligations under the Development Agreement, the City has refused to follow the law and has initiated a campaign to coerce Foxwoods to re-site its casino. 
 “Foxwoods has been forced to file this application seeking to have the Supreme Court enforce its order because we have been unable to get the City’s cooperation,” said James L. Dougherty, president and chief operating officer of Foxwoods Casino Philadelphia.  “We have attempted to work with this administration and to follow the law, but the City has made it clear its goal is to force the re-siting of our casino, in direct violation of both the Gaming Act and the Supreme Court.”
Delays in the Foxwoods project will cost the City approximately $70,000 per day and $540,000 to the Commonwealth in lost tax revenues, according to Foxwoods.
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 As a result of the Court’s April 2 ruling, Foxwoods initiated the process of obtaining permits and approvals necessary to develop its project, beginning with the submission of an application for a Zoning Permit on May 5.  Under the Commercial Entertainment District (CED) ordinance, once a plan of development is approved (as Foxwoods’ plan had been), the scope of the Planning Commission’s review of a zoning permit application is limited to determining whether or not the plans match the approved Plan of Development.  Foxwoods’ Plan of Development has been fully approved by the Planning Commission and by virtue of the ruling of the Supreme Court.  
Instead of approving the application and directing the Department of License and Inspections to issue the permit, the new Administration instead sent Foxwoods a letter claiming the application was “incomplete” because a traffic mitigation plan, a transportation plan, a parking plan and proposed street layout changes were not submitted.   Foxwoods contends that these items are not required for zoning permit approval under the code, and are actually an attempt to bottleneck the permitting process since the issuance of a zoning permit is a prerequisite to filing plans and applications with other City agencies. 
 “Had the City been acting in good faith, it should have shared those comments with Foxwoods and requested input on Foxwoods’ position regarding the comments,” Foxwoods contends in its filing. 

When Foxwoods noted that the additional items are not required under the code, City officials indicated the administration had a “new policy” to require the items on all “projects of scale.”  The officials acknowledged this “new policy” cannot be found in writing, including in the Zoning Code or CED Ordinance, nor would they disclose whether the policy had been applied to any other project.  
Foxwoods cited numerous other examples of the City Administration’s deliberate efforts to impede the siting decision made by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board more than 18 months ago, including:
· Despite the Supreme Court’s ruling, the City Administration has made it clear it does not intend to abide by the Supreme Court’s ruling, publicly asserting that Foxwoods does not belong on the waterfront and engaging in a campaign to force resiting.  These actions have included:
· Public comments in the media;

· A call to Penn Praxis to conduct an “analysis” of the casino sites to “clarify why this is a bad location”
· A letter to State Senator Vincent Fumo and State Representative Dwight Evans seeking to enlist their support in an effort to have the casinos relocate.  

· Regular meetings with representatives of various City departments under the previous administration in an effort to keep the process moving came to a halt under the current Administration.   It often takes months for the administration to respond to requests for meetings.  For months, Foxwoods was not permitted to meet with City departments and all requests had to be made through the Mayor’s senior advisor on economic development. 
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