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DESIGN STANDARDS FOR CASINOS IN PHILADELPHIA

There is no other American city on the scale of or with the architectural heritage of Philadelphia that has chosen to introduce gaming venues into its existing mix of urban development.  It is essential that we set goals and standards for these new facilities that will enable us to take full advantage of this unique opportunity.  We should aspire to create the new urban entertainment center that includes a vibrant mix of gambling along with other activities such as restaurants, retail, live performances, movies, dance clubs, and other compatible uses.  We should demand that the very best architects be engaged to create precedent-setting buildings of incomparable quality that radiate a magnetic sense of excitement, entertainment, fun and a little risk.

	CRITERIA
	SCORE

	Location
	

	Compatible with site context in land use, scale, appearance and materials.
	

	Makes maximum use of the site’s development potential.
	

	Will enhance prospects for further appropriate development of adjacent sites.
	

	Accessible by public transit.
	

	Easily connected to other cultural and entertainment destinations.
	

	
	

	Program
	

	Includes an effective plan for pedestrian, auto, bus and service traffic.
	

	Incorporates a unique development concept.
	

	Contains an exciting mix of recreational and entertainment activities.
	

	Includes retail and restaurant space.
	

	Allows for expansion of gaming space.
	

	
	

	Site
	

	On site parking is not visible from the street.
	

	Contains exterior public amenities such as plazas, arcades, riverwalks.
	

	
	

	Building
	

	Design approach is bold, contemporary and innovative.
	

	Street facades are active, inviting and visually connected to the interior.
	

	Uses institutional and corporate quality building materials.
	

	Contains monumental and memorable public spaces that connect to the exterior.
	

	Clear and legible interior spatial organization and circulation.
	

	Meets LEED standards for sustainable design.
	

	
	

	Design Team
	

	Experienced in design of gambling and entertainment development.
	

	Has achieved public awards for design excellence.
	

	
	

	TOTAL SCORE
	


Candidate casino developers should be required to submit proposals that are developed in sufficient detail so that the quality of their planning and design may be evaluated in comparison to other applicants.  To facilitate this process, the following is a scoresheet that includes the criteria by which each proposal would be evaluated.  Reviewers would award anywhere from zero to five for each factor.






