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Small Group Discussion

Participants were asked to recall the presentation, focus on the design guidelines and respond to the following questions:

What do you find most appealing?

· Fine street grid to the riverfront

· Cover or bury I-95

· Use of open space

· Public access to the river

· More foot traffic which will improve public safety

· Moving away from auto culture

· Mixed use of parcels

What opportunities do you see?

· Improved infrastructure, streets, electric, water, utilities

· Bring schools to the area

· Political, economic and public support of the vision plan

· Food stores and supermarkets

· An opportunity for Gov. Rendell and or candidate Nutter to take ownership and leadership of the vision plan

What roles can citizens play to make ideas a reality?

· Coordinate civic groups to pressure public officials to support the vision plan 

· “Grass roots up”, create a citizens groundswell of support that pushes the vision plan up to elected officials and their backing

Moderators’ observations

The participants are knowledgeable about the planning process that led to the current vision plan. This may be the result of past civic engagement activities and a welcoming atmosphere. Finally, the positive phrasing of the questions stopped some participants from continued complaining or negativism in referring to the plan.

On the whole, participants are pleased with the vision plan, have some reservations because of past disappointments and are looking forward to the next steps in the process. 

