PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO BILL NO. 090170

Matter added by amendment is in bold
Matter deleted by amendment is in strikeout
[NOTE:  Only paragraphs that are being amended are shown on this document]
Amending Title 14 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “Zoning and Planning,” by adding a new Section 14-1636, entitled “Central Delaware Riverfront Overlay District,” and by amending Section 14-102, entitled “Definitions,” under certain terms and conditions.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS:  

SECTION 1.  Title 14 of The Philadelphia Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

TITLE 14. ZONING AND PLANNING.

*

*

*

(6)
Waterfront Setback.  An unencumbered setback shall be provided with the following conditions:
*     *     *
(b) 
Except where not feasible as determined by the Commission, such setback shall be no less than 100 feet or 10 percent of the lot, whichever is less, not to include riparian submerged land.  The Commission shall not grant an exception based on infeasibility other than pursuant to objective standards adopted by regulation, which regulations shall be adopted within one hundred eighty (180) days of the effective date of this Section.  

*     *     *

(7)
Recreational Trail.  

*     *     *
(e)
Adjacent lots shall have access to said recreational trail.  In instances where the trail has been dedicated to the City or the responsible agent of the City, adjacent lots shall continue to have access to said trail.  In no instance shall the creation or dedication of the trail shall diminish the right of the adjacent owner(s) of access to, from and over the trail.  

(8)
Regulated Public Access.    In commercially zoned districts, no construction, improvement or major alterations shall be permitted unless, in conjunction with such activity, the owner or developer provides one or more open air access paths to the waterfront setback.  The cumulative width of all such access paths for any lot must be no less than twenty-five (25) feet.  Each individual public access path shall be no less than twelve (12) feet wide and shall include an improved walkway of no less than five (5) feet in width.  Public access paths shall be open twenty-four (24) hours a day, except where the Commission determines good cause exists for limited closures or limitations on the types of activities permitted. Two or more adjacent Adjacent property owners whose properties all share a common boundary line may share access via an easement agreement between the parties.  Evidence of such an easement must be submitted to the Department prior to the issuance of any zoning permits.  A legally open street which provides direct access to the waterfront setback, if such street includes an improved walkway, may substitute for other access requirements.
*     *     *
(11)
Auto-share.  Not withstanding Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 14-1400, the total number of required parking spaces for a property may be reduced through the addition of auto-share spaces.  One auto-share space may replace four (4) required parking spaces.  In no case may the number of auto-share spaces provided reduce the required number of parking spaces by more than forty (40) percent.


(12)
Plan of Development.   

*     *     *


(b) The approval or disapproval of a Plan of Development by the Commission shall constitute the final decision of the City on the proposal, and may be challenged by direct appeal to the Court of Common Pleas; provided that any applicant may pursue a request to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a variance, pursuant to Section 14-1801(1)(c).
*

*

*

