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Councilman DiCicco Introduces Legislation that Strips Neighborhood of their Right to Enforce Billboard Laws 





 “Billboard prohibition and removal has enhanced revitalization efforts in every corner of the city,” said Mary Tracy, executive director of SCRUB.  “Mega-sized signs, advertising everything from cell phones and fast food to alcohol products and gambling will be able to dominate Center City’s streetscape. This bill benefits select landlords and the billboard industry by destroying language in the law used by neighborhoods citywide to remove billboard blight.”





WHAT: 		Non-accessory billboards, digital signs and vinyl wall wraps of unlimited size and height on structures located on Market Street between 7th and 13th Streets. In order to do this, DiCicco has deleted critical language from existing outdoor advertising zoning codes 14-1604 and 9-602 removing protections that will AFFECT EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD in the city from billboard blight. 





WHERE: 	Every neighborhood in this city is negatively impacted because Bill 100013 removes the language containing the legal basis for regulating billboards and non-accessory outdoor advertising signs in Philadelphia.  





WHEN: 	Bill No. 100013 was has been assigned to the Rules Committee. No hearing scheduled yet.





HOW:  	Section 14-1602 has protected Philadelphia from billboard saturation since 1991. The use of brackets [] in Councilman DiCicco’s bill means that sections are intended to be deleted. Therefore, the Councilman intends to remove all of the language in both Section 9-602 [(1) a thru (m)], and Section 14-1604 [1(a) thru (m)], eliminating public policy statements that validate the laws.  As a result, laws that have prevented or removed over 1,075 billboards in Philadelphia neighborhoods will be eviscerated.





WHY: 		Without the justification of public policy intentions set forth in the  sign control laws, the city will no longer be able to withstand constitutional challenges in the courts and neighborhoods will be stripped of the legal tools needed to prevent the proliferation of billboards.


   


For more information and to read Bill No. 100013
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SCRUB, the public voice for public space, advances healthy, vibrant and beautiful public spaces throughout all of Philadelphia.  











 














_1175151797.doc
[image: image1.png]






