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AN ORDINANCE 
 

Amending Section 14-1638, entitled “Central Delaware Riverfront Overlay District,” by 
establishing no height limit and by making technical changes, all under certain terms and 
conditions. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS:   

SECTION 1.  Section 14-1638 of The Philadelphia Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

 
§ 14-1638. Central Delaware Riverfront Overlay District. 

*  *  * 
 
 (7) Recreational Trail.   
 

(a) In commercially zoned districts, no construction, improvement or 
major alterations shall be permitted unless, in conjunction with such activity, the owner 
or developer creates a recreational trail within the waterfront setback which the Planning 
Commission approves as consistent with the Civic Vision for the Central Delaware 2007, 
amendments to this Civic Vision or any subsequent plan adopted by the Planning 
Commission for this District.   

 
(b) In lieu of developing a recreational trail, the owner of the 

waterfront setback may dedicate the waterfront setback to the City or the City's 
responsible agent.  Upon dedication and acceptance, the City or its agent shall be 
responsible for maintaining the waterfront setback as well as constructing and 
maintaining a recreational trail.  The City or its agent shall have care, custody and control 
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of the waterfront setback and recreational trail.  Dedication may be made in a deed of 
dedication, deed of easement or other similar transfer acceptable to the City.  [If the 
property owner does not dedicate the waterfront setback to the City or its agent, the 
property owner shall be responsible for maintaining the waterfront setback open to the 
public, constructing a recreational trail and maintaining the recreational trail.]   

 
*  *  * 

 
 (12) Height Regulations.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code to 
the contrary, including, but not limited to, the provisions of §14-1610 (“Old City 
Residential Area Special District Controls”), no  height regulations shall apply to any 
parcel within the boundaries of this District. 

([12]13)  Plan of Development.    

*  *  * 

([13]14)  The provisions of this Section shall expire upon Council’s adoption of 
an Ordinance enacting land use and zoning controls that includes the boundaries of this 
District consistent with a Master Plan adopted by the Philadelphia City Planning 
Commission.   

*  *  * 

SECTION 2.  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately. 

 

______________________ 
Explanation: 
 
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted. 
Italics indicate new matter added.  
 
 
 

 


