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These fourteen Philadelphians were ARRESTED at the SugarHouse casino site.
They put their bodies on the line to defend our city from the predatory gambling trade.
Please show your support for them at their trial, and contribute to the legal defense fund!

Meet us at 9am on Tues. February 16 at Arch St United Methodist Church (Broad & Arch)
or from 10am on, at the Griminal Justice Center, 1301 Filbert St, Courtroom 1003
For more information, updates or to donate to the defense fund: Call (215) 238-1711 or visit www.casinofreephia.org.

CASING GAMBLING DESTROYS JOBS - DESTROYS COMMUNITIES - DESTROYS LIVES





Defendants Biographies 

	Name /

Contact 
	Background

(all defendants are Philadelphia residents)
	Summary Why Involved

	Reverend Jesse 

Brown


	Age:

Occupation:    Pastor

                          Luthern Church

Neighborhood: Nicetown

Founder of the Uptown Coalition for Tobacco Control and Health, the group that took Phillip Morris to federal court for civil rights violations.
	As a pastor, Jesse Brown has seen the fallout of gambling addiction: “spousal abuse, suicide, and broken families.”



	Lilly 

Cavanagh


	Age:                   25

Occupation:    Organizer

                          Casino-Free Philadelphia

Neighborhood: Cedar Park

Lived in Philadelphia for 3 years
	Lilly came to Philadelphia for what she thought would be three months.  Three years later, she’s still fighting casinos because the issue captured her.  “People want the most solid cities and communities can have, and casinos undermine this.”  With the evidence from academics and government studies backing this up, the stonewall put up by politicians only adds fuel to the fire to fight casinos.

	Rich 

Garella


	Age:

Occupation:      Self-employed, 

                            Documentary Film Maker

Neighborhood: Point Breeze

                           Resident for 27 years

Came to attend University of Pennsylvania and

“fell in love with the city.”  Currently making film about Cambodia, Casino-Free Philadelphia, casinos, and political corruption (due to air on PBS near the end of the year).


	Rich spent a year in Cambodia working for a newspaper (associated with Newsweek).  He saw a government dedicated only to exploiting people for the profit of government officials, and a people with no say in government. One feature of Cambodian government corruption is the introduction of casino gambling.  When he found out about how casinos manipulated the political process, he saw a mirror of Cambodian politics.  



	Jethro 

Heiko


	Age:  

Occupation:      Business owner

                           Action Mill

Neighborhood: Fishtown

Organized group that saved Fenway Park from destruction.
	Lives 300 feet away with wife and 20 month yr. old girl.  As he learned more about Casinos, he decided to fight them to protect the family, home and neighborhood he loves.

	Dan

Homan


	Age:

Occupation:      Retired Teacher

                           31 yrs., Philadelphia public          

                           schools.  

                           Math and Metal Shop

Neighborhood:   


	Dan is concerned about his neighbors and next generation of young people that might be raised next to a casino.  More than this, however, he has joined this fight because “I voted in every election, but I didn’t get to vote on this.  That just doesn’t seem right to me.”

	Reverend Robin

Hynicka
	Age:

Occupation:      Pastor

                            Arch Street Methodist Church

Neighborhood:  Frankford

                             30 year resident

His church and congregation of 400 are in the “entertainment zone” created for casinos.


	Robin realizes the dangers of casinos, the crime and addiction it cultivates, as much as the other defendants; but as a pastor, spiritual and moral reasons top his concerns.  The casino industry “doesn’t follow the golden rule: do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” His church and congregation of 400 are in the “entertainment zone” created specially for casinos and “land is sacred to [him]”  “We should engage in practical and productive activities; and develop this land for all people to enjoy.”



	Danerale

Jones


	Age:                    33

Occupation:       Independent Living Specialist

                            Liberty Alliance

Neighborhood:  Mount Airy


	Denerale works in Center City, Philadelphia’s downtown, just one block from the proposed location of the Foxwoods casino.  As an independent living specialist for Liberty Alliance, he’s the one that gets the call when problems come up for his clients - people with physical and mental challenges that would be in some big state facility instead of on their own if not for the services of Liberty Alliance.  “Everyone has a right to risk.  But this is just one more thing my clients don’t need.  They don’t need it right in front of them and I don’t want to see them swindled.”

Denerale also points out that the trolley lines going from Center City to the proposed casinos will be made accessible , but for some reason the money isn’t there for the other lines.

	Ramona

Johnson


	Age:                    66

Occupation:      Lawyer, general civil practice, 

                            semi-retired

Neighborhood:  Queen Village/ 

                            South Philadelphia

                            35 years

Mother of three, has lived in Queen Village since “it was just South Philly.” Friends with Andrea
	A resident of South Philadelphia for 35 years, Ramona has always enjoyed, the beautiful, historic features of city.  She became bothered that “a city known for the Liberty Bell, for Independence Hall, and the Constitution Center will be known as a city for people to gamble.”  So she did the research on casinos and found out the costs.  With all this in mind, she felt she had no choice but to fight the proposal to put casinos in Philadelphia.  



	George Lakey
	Age: 

Occupation:  Professor of Sociology

                       currently at Swarthmore college

Neighborhood:  University City

A great grandfather, he’s lived 40 years same house. 


	As a professor of Sociology, George Lakey believes that American families, and families in Philadelphia especially, are under enough stress already.  “Our families don’t need more stress, and casinos will just add to it.  Our families can’t take that.” 

	Tom 

Magee
	Age:                   34  

Occupation:     Teacher/computer programmer

Neighborhood: West Philadelphia


	While living in Kennsington, a low income neighborhood in North Philadelphia, Tom taught his neighbors computer skills.  He became involved with Casino-Free Philadelphia when he saw his students working hard to get better jobs, and also saw how “Casinos teach instant wealth, not the hard work it really takes to overcome obstacles.  They prey on poor and working class neighborhoods, and take money from local businesses that actually do contribute to local wealth.”

	Andrea

Preis


	Age:                   65

Occupation:     Artist/retired teacher

Neighborhood: Queen village

A grandmother who raised three children in South Philadelphia.
	Andrea had volunteered to help run a bingo game for a non-profit.  At first it seemed harmless to her, but after she saw the effects of gambling addiction, she quit.  “I didn’t see little white haired old ladies spending fifty cents.  I saw a young boy come in, crying, with a bag of money, begging his mother not to spend it.  Another mother told me she was happy she’d won that night because now she could get her children’s Christmas presents out of hoc.”      



	Jacob 

Russell
	Age:                  68

Occupation:    retired professor of English

Neighborhood:  South Philadelphia
	Jacob objects to “tax farming,” using casinos to supply revenue from a few citizens, rather than having us all pay our fair share.  A resident of Philadelphia for 46 years, he also recalls taking “long walks along the riverfront, and imaging what could be done with it; thinking what a jewel the city has here.”  A box-store casino and one of the largest surface parking lots in the city is not what he had in mind.

	Hannah Sassaman
	Age:

Occupation:     Lo-Fi radio consultant.

Neighborhood: Spruce Hill

Helped start low-fi radio stations in Detroit and


	Hannah Sassaman has seen casinos at work in Detroit and has joined the fight to stop them in Philadelphia because “Casinos take money out of the community.  They take from poor people.  They take without giving anything back.”
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