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Sometime during the last year-or-two the world’s population became 
predominantly urban for the first time in human history.  It is unclear if the 

actual tipping point was achieved by a member of the ‘Creative Class’ whom 
we in the West see as the answer to urban revitalization & sustainability, or a 
newcomer to one of the squatter communities that account for approximately 

half of the world’s still rapidly growing urban population, and whose low 
carbon footprint per capita matches an equally low quality of life.
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Development Patterns through

2000



If everyone in the world lived at the level of space per capita of Americans, 
Edmund O. Wilson has calculated that that we would require three more 

earths to accommodate all of us (one just for refuse).



The 75 Largest U.S. Metropolitan Areas    
&    The  9 “Megalopolitan” 

Concentrations 



Jean Gottman – Megalopolis - 1961

But who can 
and how does 
one plan for a 
‘megalopolis’?



One Region – 352 Separate Jurisdictions!!!



… The authority to act in municipal affairs is 
transferred from state law, as set forth by the 
General Assembly, to a local charter, adopted 
and amended by the voters.

?







Portland, Oregon





Source: Arthur C. Nelson:  “How Do We Know Smart Growth When We See It?” in 
Smart Growth: Form & Consequences, Lincoln Institute for Land Policy 2002

Portland Metropolitan Urban Growth Boundary Expansions 1978 - 2002

The boundary has expanded about 10% since 1978 while the population in the three 
Oregon counties has increased by about 40% during that time.  The current boundary 
contains about 236,000 acres.          

Portland Metropolitan Urban Growth Boundary Expansions 1978 - 2008



Somewhere between 400,000 & 
500,000 acres of land / year have 
been “lost” to urbanization





Lexington, Kentucky - 1958



Frederick Law Olmsted Sr. & Jr.
Charles Eliot

George Kessler

Thomas Adams

Benton Mackay

Louis Mumford

John Nolen

Clarence Perry

Clarence S. Stein

Henry Wright

Ebenezer Howard
Patrick Geddes







1909 Plan for Chicago
Daniel Burnham



Before and After the 1909 Burnham Plan for Chicago









Henry David Thoreau
Ralph Emerson

Nathaniel Hawthorne

Trustees for Reservations – Boston -1891

John Muir – Sierra Club – 1895

Theodore Roosevelt – US Forest Service – 1905

Rachel Carson – Silent Spring -1962

Ian McHarg – Design With Nature - 1969

First Earth Day-1970

Club of Rome: Limits to Growth - 1972

Al Gore





Charles Eliot. 
F. L. Olmsted 
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Today’s 
Trustees for 

Reservations

Preserving 35,000 of 
the  Commonwealth 

acres and counting …

‘Kindred Spirits’: William C. 
Bryant & Thomas Cole











Ebenezer Howard

& 

The Garden City 
Movement











Between 1820 and 1920 approximately 27,000,000 
people emigrated to America from Europe and helped 
America become among the most rapidly urbanizing 

nations on earth from the mid-19th to the mid-20th

Centuries.

That number was equaled in ONE year (1998) 
when 27,000,000 rural migrants made their way to 
urbanized areas in China. 































Two roads diverged in a wood, and I--
I chose the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.
Robert Frost



End
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