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November 4, 2010

SESSION 1- The BIG Picture- Planning in the City

Unit One- What is Planning?








Gregory L. Heller, Managing Director, Economic Growth & Community Revitalization, The Enterprise Center CDC, 4548 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA. 19139

Greg Heller is the Managing Director for Economic Growth & Community Revitalization at The Enterprise Center Community Development Corporation, where he serves as project manager for the Center for Culinary Enterprises project. Previously, Greg was a Planning and Design Analyst at the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission where he developed planning and policy reports. Prior to his tenure at the Planning Commission, Greg served as Director of Planning at the Parkside Historic Preservation Corporation, a community developer in West Philadelphia, where he worked on residential historic property redevelopment.

Greg serves on the governing bodies of a number of civic and charitable organizations including the Ed Bacon Foundation (President), Philadelphia Committee on City Policy (Vice President), Travelers Aid Family Services of Philadelphia (Board of Managers), Design Advocacy Group of Philadelphia (Steering Committee), and USA250 (Board of Directors). Greg’s writings on urban planning, policy, and development have appeared in a variety of local and national publications. He has won several awards for his community service and civic leadership, and was recently recognized by Leadership Philadelphia as one of the Philadelphia Area’s “101 Emerging Connectors.” He is a graduate of Wesleyan University in Connecticut.

Unit Two- The Work of the Planning Commission








Rick Redding- Director, Community Planning Division, Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102

Richard Redding is Director of Community Planning at the Philadelphia City Planning Commission.   The Community planning staff is responsible for neighborhood planning, urban renewal planning, citizen outreach, and transportation studies related to community development.   Richard was principal author and Project Manager of the "Plan for West Philadelphia," a 150-page comprehensive plan published in 1994.   More recently he authored plans for Mantua, Tioga, and Lancaster Avenue, managed Transit-Oriented Development plans for West Market Street, Frankford, and Broad & Erie, and directed the preparation of more than 50 redevelopment plans and blight certification reports.  

Rick is a Board Member of the Netter Center for Community Partnerships (University of Pennsylvania).  Since 2006, Mr. Redding has been an instructor at the University of Pennsylvania, teaching courses in Urban Studies and City Planning.  Mr. Redding holds a Master of Public Administration degree from Temple University and a B.S. in Community Development from the Pennsylvania State University.    

November 11, 2010

SESSION 2- Land Use & Zoning

Unit One- How Zoning is a Good Tool of Planning


Thomas P. Witt, Attorney, Cozen O’Conner, 1900 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA. 19103






Thomas P. Witt joined Cozen O’Conner’s Philadelphia office in April 2009 as a Member in the Business Law Department. Prior to joining the firm, he was a partner with Wolf Block LLP in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Witt is a partner in the Real Estate Practice Group and has extensive experience in commercial real estate transactions, including sales, leasing, financing, brokers licensing, zoning and land development regulation. His subspecialties include zoning, land use and historic preservation for projects in Philadelphia, including the Comcast Center (tallest building in the city), the luxury condominium 1706 Rittenhouse Square, and the National Museum of American Jewish History. Some of his additional subspecialties are sale leaseback transactions and the representation of office tenants in leasing. He has lectured on real estate practice and zoning, taught the course in Land Use Law at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, and is listed in Who's Who in American Law.

Admitted to practice in Pennsylvania, Mr. Witt served as Co-Chairman of the Zoning and Land Use Committee of the Real Estate Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association. He is also a member of the Board of Directors of Regional Housing Legal Services. Prior to joining the Bar, he worked for the Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation and First Trust Savings Bank. Mr. Witt earned his law degree, cum laude, from Temple University, his Master of Arts from Harvard University, and his undergraduate degree, magna cum laude, from LaSalle College. In 1968, he was a Woodrow Wilson Fellow.

He is a past president and current publications chair of the Bicycle Club of Philadelphia, serves on the Advisory Committee of the LaSalle University Art Museum, and, with his wife, Loretta, serves as Co-President of the Science and Art Club of Germantown. He was recently named to the Board of Historic Rittenhouse Town.

Unit Two- Zoning in Philadelphia

Kiki Bolender, AIA, LEED AP, Schade and Bolender Architects, LLP, 2118 Locust Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103

Schade and Bolender Architects LLP was established in 1996 by Rachel Simmons Schade and Kiki Bolender.  It is a full service architecture and interior design firm devoted to design for a sustainable future through buildings carefully crafted to meet the vision and constraints of each client.  

In January 2010, Ms Bolender co-created with Harris Sokoloff Common Ground for Building Our City, an advisory project on citizen involvement for the Zoning Code Commission.  Along with John Gibbons, AIA, she presented green building principles to the Commission on behalf of the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.  She served as an invited design professional and civic engagement moderator for the Central Delaware Riverfront planning process, and has worked with the Penn Project for Civic Engagement, the Philadelphia Inquirer and WHYY on projects including the Great Expectations forums and citizens’ budget workshops for the City of Philadelphia.  She is the AIA delegate to the Next Great City Initiative and the Built Environment Advocacy Coalition, serves as co-chair of the AIA Urban Design Committee and is a member of the Advisory Board of Design of the Redevelopment Authority.  She is a LEED Accredited Professional, and is registered to practice in Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland.

Ms. Bolender grew up in a small town in Arizona.  After college in Los Angeles and five years in Toronto, she moved to New York City, where she received her graduate degree in architecture from Columbia University.  She and her husband, architect Charles Capaldi, live in Center City, where their three grown daughters attended the Philadelphia public schools. 


November 18, 2010

SESSION 3- The Role of Development & Your Organization

Unit One: The Development Process

Anuj Gupta-  Chief of Staff/Deputy Commissioner, Department of Licenses & Inspections, 1401 JFK Blvd., 11th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102


Brett Martin- L&I (no bio)



 

Anuj Gupta is currently Chief of Staff and Deputy Commissioner in the City of Philadelphia’s Department of Licenses and Inspections.  Since joining Mayor Nutter’s administration in 2008, Anuj has also served as Deputy Director for Performance Management and Deputy Recovery Officer.  In these roles he helped the City start its first performance management system known as PhillyStat and created the foundations for the office that now administers and accounts for stimulus dollars received by the City of Philadelphia.  Prior to joining Mayor Nutter’s administration, Anuj was an attorney at Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP where he practiced in the firm’s real estate/affordable housing group from 2004-2008.

Anuj has authored a number of articles including: The Experiment Continues: The Evolution of the Philadelphia Wage Tax (Pennsylvania Economy League, Metropolitan Regional Review, Winter, 1999); Immigration in Philadelphia – A Call to Action (Metropolitan Philadelphia Policy Center, Greater Philadelphia Regional Review, Winter, 2001), and Affordable Housing’s Ripple Effects (Urban Land Institute, Multi-Family Trends, March/April, 2008), Building an Integrated Performance Management System (Government Finance Review, August, 2009) and Providing Language Access Services in a Global Economy (Public Management, May, 2010).

Anuj is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Law School (J.D., 2003), the University of Pennsylvania’s Fels Institute of Government (M.G.A., 2003) and Carnegie Mellon University (B.S., 1996).  He currently is a board member of the Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians, the Wissahickon Charter School and Mt. Airy USA.  

Unit Two: Civic Organizations & Best Practices- PANEL

Moderator: Rick Sauer, Executive Director, Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporations, 1315 Walnut Street, Suite 1600, Philadelphia, PA 19107 


Rick has over twenty years’ experience in the non-profit housing and community development field, with a focus on policy and advocacy, and non-profit administration.  He has served as Executive Director of the Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporations since 1999, a citywide association of CDCs and other organizations working to create vibrant and diverse neighborhoods across Philadelphia that equitably meet the needs of all community members.  

Prior to coming to PACDC, Rick was Associate Director of the Housing and Community Development Network of New Jersey, a statewide association of non-profit developers, and Assistant Editor of Shelterforce magazine for the National Housing Institute.  He is a recipient of a 2007 Eisenhower Fellowship on Urban Challenges, holds a Masters Degree in Urban Planning and Policy Development from Rutgers University-New Brunswick, and currently serves on a number of housing and community development-related boards and committees.

Panelists: 

Andy Toy- Director of the Retail Resource Network , The Enterprise Center, 4548 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19139


After a strong, but unsuccessful run for Philadelphia City Council, Andrew Toy was hired at The Enterprise Center (TEC) where he is the Director of the Retail Resource Network.  Andrew works to identify and assist local minority and other retailers to improve their business practices and find the resources they require to be successful.  In addition, he is focused on bringing a vibrant mix of these retailers to neighborhood commercial corridors that will improve those corridors and surrounding neighborhoods. 

Andrew worked at the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) from 2001 until the end of 2006 bringing with him extensive experience working in the economic development and real estate development fields.  Andrew previously served in the Philadelphia Department of Commerce for 15 years specializing in business real estate transactions ranging from Condemnations and Zoning issues to Sheriff Sales.  He was known as the troubleshooter for the Department and helped to resolve many complex issues for small and large businesses in the City.  Andrew also worked at Amtrak managing Business Development projects, including the creation of a series of new retail videos promoting the Acela high-speed train.

Andrew is an active community member.  He is currently on the Boards of the United Way of Southeastern PA, the Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation, the Logan Square Neighborhood Association and the Governor’s Commission on Asian American Affairs and is an appointee on the Philadelphia Zoning Code Commission.  In 2006 Andrew was selected as one of the top 101 Connectors in Philadelphia.

Andrew holds a B.A. in Economics and a Master’s Degree in Public and Urban Policy, both from the University of Pennsylvania.

Larry Freedman- Northern Liberties Neighbors Association, 700 N. 3rd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123


Larry moved into the Northern Liberties community in 1986. He lives with his wife, Natalie, an artist, and their son Jesse. Larry is a musician, composer and owner of a recording studio business. He joined the newly formed Northern Liberties Zoning Committee in 1987. Although he says he didn't actually know what zoning was at the time, he learned and became chair in 1994- representing the community at the Zoning Board of Adjustment hearings. Larry’s main interests, besides sensible development and planning, are community interaction at meetings, reaching consensus and formulating a position in a setting that is not necessarily conducive to that goal. He believes that creating a workable system is key to getting things done. 

Patricia DeCarlo, Executive Director, Norris Square Civic Association, 149 Susquehanna Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19122

Patricia De Carlo, a native of Puerto Rico, came to the United States with a commitment to issues of justice and empowerment for all people. Her love for rural areas led her to work as a consultant to a rural grassroots organization in Puerto Rico; represent farm workers in New Jersey, and serve in the Peace Corps as a community organizer in Costa Rica.

For the past 25 years Ms. De Carlo has been the Director of the Norris Square Civic Association in North Philadelphia. NSCA’s mission is to empower Norris Square residents to improve their lives by becoming self-reliant, and to unite and build the community through the development and improvement of the physical, economic, social, cultural, and educational aspects of the neighborhood.  

 Under her leadership, the only worker-owned construction cooperative in the City of Philadelphia which hires and trains neighborhood residents was created. As a result, they have achieved the rehabilitation of seven formerly abandoned buildings and construction of 21 town houses known as Los Balcones and 48 known as “The Hunter Homes” in the Norris Square area and many neighborhood projects still in process. Pat is also a founding member of CEIBA, a coalition of community based organizations which have united in order to develop coordinated efforts on behalf of the Latino community in Philadelphia.

Ms. De Carlo is a driving force in many other initiatives such as the Philadelphia Latino Redistricting Committee and the Puerto Rican Justice Defense Coalition. She attended law school at the University of Pennsylvania and has been admitted to the Bar in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Puerto Rico.

Penelope Giles- Founder, Executive Director/President, Francisville Neighborhood Development Corporation, 1729 Wylie Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130

Born and raised in the Francisville neighborhood, Penelope founded the Francisville Neighborhood Development Corporation, a 501c3 non-profit community development corporation, to insure that all residents can have an active role in the growth and development of their community. The mission of the Francisville NDC is to both improve the quality of life in the Francisville community through Commercial and Residential Equitable Development and to implement programs designed to develop the youth, aid senior citizens, and generally invest in the people of Francisville.

Penelope has developed strong professional and organizational skills from 20 years of experience in the entertainment industry, which she has transferred to the community organizing and management of Francisville NDC.  Having traveled the world, her exposure to and interaction with audiences of mixed diversity (race and language) as well as age, income and musical tastes have resulted in a unique cultivation of her public speaking skills--all essential to the role she now embraces. Her strength as a leader is in being able to recognize, nurture and productively use the various skills and strengths of the people working with her to attain a particular goal, produce a quality product or organize an activity or event.  She is a fearless, determined and dedicated community leader who believes in the power of collaboration and compromise.  

“I believe strongly in planning, setting goals and objectives and maintaining moral transparency.  Affecting positive change in a place is just like constructing a perfect musical performance.  How does one get all the various elements to blend perfectly to produce something beautiful?  Vision, Planning & Execution! That’s how I approach everything I do and have ever done!  Loving what you do is important too and I can truly say I do.”

Donna J. Carney, AIA, LEED®AP, Citizens Planning Institute Project Coordinator, Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 1515 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA. 19102

Donna has the great pleasure and challenge of building the foundations for the Citizens Planning Institute.  She brings to this role over 25 years of project management and design experience as an architect specializing in historic preservation and sustainable design. Her goal is to guide the development of educational tools to empower communities of people to learn, grow and improve the quality of their neighborhoods. 

Donna founded Carney & Company in 2009 to design methods to help organizations move from “expecting compliance to inspiring commitment” through collaborative methods. She is a strategy designer and facilitator, aiming to engage all community stakeholders in creating a shared vision. She has developed educational and interpretive materials for municipalities (downtown façade programs), arts & historical non-profits (guidebooks & exhibits) and the National Park Service (historic structure reports).

Donna is a graduate of Fielding University’s Organization Management & Development program (M.A. 2010), Columbia University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning & Preservation(M.S., 1984), New Jersey Institute of Technology College of Architecture & Design (Master of Architecture, 1987), Iowa State University College of Design (B.A. Interior Design, 1979). She is a Certified Charrette Planner (National Charrette Institute, 2006) and a registered architect in the state of Pennsylvania. 

She continues a long history of community volunteer work by currently serving on the Building & Facilities Committee for the Fleisher Art Memorial.
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